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ABSTRACT 

Suggestions on hov to improve apperception, 
motivation, and the presentation of materials in the teaching of 
Italian tenses, vocabulary, and famous names focus on the use of 
literary devices largely derived from folklore. For teaching tenses, 
the author illustrates the use of riddles, "passerott i", 

" f ilastrocche", songs- tonaue-t visters, rebuses, eoigrams, and 
mottoes. To help build vocabulary, "f ilastrocca", "proverbi", and 
"modi di dire" are prescribed. "Nomignoli" , "motti", and "rime" and 
"riposte" are used to teach cultural materials, particularly the 
names of famous Italians. (FL) 
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THE USE OF FOLKLORE AND OTHER 
MATERIALS IN THE MOTIVATION OR 
PRESENTATION OF A LESSON 

X. Tenses By Elvira Adorno 

/*"\NE OP the tasks tost takes up so rmieh of our time is to com- 
' find suitable examples for a point we wish to present 

in a lesson, whether it be one on grammar, dictation, aural com- 
prehension, cultural material, pronunciation or composition. Some 
of us have found that there is a wealth of excellent material for 
this purpose in a nation’s folklore, sucb as: riddles, passerotti, 
filastrocehe, songs, tongue-twisters, rebuses, epigrams, mottoes, 
which illustrate effectively and succinctly the point we wish to 
teacn. For example, it is time to teach a class the imperfect tense. 

It can be led up to slowly by means of the following material which 
can be used in dictation, for memory work, for aural comprehen- 
sion, for reading, for games, for topics in composition work, in 
fact, for anything one wishes : 

Indovtnelto: Trotlolln cbe trottolava, 
senta gam be e pur andava, 
senza seder.? e pur ae<ieva» 
come diamine fuuraf ' • • 

(II gomitolo] 

Proverblt: Non t plb II tempo 

cbe Berta filar a. 

(Tho good old Umes are gone forever]. 

Pocata: Krl plants. 8u' tool rami 

St poeavano gli uccelll, 

Per dorarlre « per c&nUr. 

Sotto I'ombra del fog] lam! 

Avevan tregua I psatoreltl. 

Per auonar e vlgtlar. 

(Un fanctnllc si *uo banco dl acools. R. Agnail) 

Csnione Marla lavava, Qtueeppe atendeva 

o Pee*) a: II bimbo planters obe fame egll avers. 

Dc* latte fbo dato, del pan non ne ho. 

8ta' altto, Bambino, cbe II cnllerb. , 

The above are a few samples of the type of folklote material 
that can be used In preparation for the actual teaching later on 
of the imperfect tense. When these h< re been learned thoroughly, 
then it would be advisable to present ths new tense, Its forms and 
uses. When a student stumbles or forgets, one can refresh hia 
t'emory by starting off a riddle, proverb or poem he has learned. 

1,4 »t KHimrnoMSiiH, itsavai wnun 

•met Of (IKlTYX 

i«t want m otn KttoHttt hum it mimo >«a m 
m oouatinM oonauiao u toms of vtv at otoon 
m wt «imm otHtm emciai omti Of toaciaoi 
Kvm m tout 
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II. Vocabulary Building 
a. Months 

This source of folklore material lends itself to any sort of les- 
son. To present a lesson on vocabulary building, such as the 
teaching of the names of the months, the following can be used: 

Fllastrocca: Gennalo e Febbrato. 

tlentl Al pollato; 

Marc* e Aprlle, 

caprelto gentile; 

Magglo e Oiugno, 

* erbetto col grugno; 

Lugllo e Agoato, 

plccfon! arrosto; 

Setterabre e OUobre, 

buone leprl col aavore; 

Novembre e Dlcembie, 
buon vltel sempre. 

Prombl: Oennalo aappatore 

febbralo potatore! 

Be m&rto non marte&gia 
gfugno non feateggla. 

Tinea dl magglo 
e Iccclo di aettembre. 
fie magglo b ruggttjoao 
Puomo l uggioao. 

Modi dl dire: Venders 11 sole di lugllo 

(Vendere una com chc nbbonda) 

Cercare le more dl gennalo 

(to go on a wild goose chasel 
AspetUre cbe venga maggio 
(Aspeture II be! tempo) 

b. Quanto ne sapete della natural 

For a more advanced language class or for a club period, the 
following type of quU is stimulating. To prepare for it, the group 
studies the names of shade and fruit trees in both English and 
the foreign language. With youngsters it is better to prepare 
them by asking them to bring m a list of the English names of 
ten or fifteen trees. The next day, the students {particularly if 
they are city bred) will tell you privately that they cannot name 
s> many trees. Hesult : the next few lessons are devoted to nature 
study. Both students and teacher bring in all types of realia 
on trees, leaves, fruits, nuts, bark, blossoms, plants. 

The following week, as a means of review, idioms and proverbs 
using the names of trees and fruits are present xl in connected pas- 
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sages which are used in various ways : for dictation, comprehension, 
translation, question and answer, composition ideas. 

At the end of the second week the quiz cited below climaxes the 
whole unit. Have fun! After the quiz, it is understood that the 
students will turn the tables on the professor and quiz him on the 
whya and wherefores of mottoes and idiomatic expressions such 
as theses 



Qual albero di frutto derlra 11 boo nomo da uni cltlA peralana chla- 
mats Susan 

Qual albero b origlnarlo della Persia e at chlama anche 11 persicot* 
Indovinello: una teppa letterale. 

Dentro un albero florlto 
che da fruito aiporlto, 
consonante n\ tacclb 
ed In ucc^llo si mut6.* 

Qual albero e* detto • albero del mortr e ai adopera nei clmlterir 
Nel legno di qual albero punevano gll Egiil le mummied 

11 fico d’Adamo * un altro nome per l’albero del 

Quat albero planner 

Con la patient* e col tempo la foglia dl che coaa dlrenU veste dl setaT* 
Per descrivere che la cicogna al regge rltta sopra un plede solo al 
paragons, ad un albero dl frutto. QualeT* 

Quando una persona dorme a letto drltto drltto si paragons ad un 
albero.* 

^ Un'altra raanlera dl esprtmere I’ldea, “1 flgll somlgllano al padri" 

Che coaa crerce da plccola aementet 
A qual albero b parente un certo rlnomato burattlnot* 

8«pete che core signifies repression ‘largo come una ptna verde?” 1 * 
Quando si dice, "tremare come una foglia a qual albero sl rlferiscet* 
Qual albero b chlamatc col nome d*un paesef * 

Come sl chlama 1'albero che ha lo steaeo nome del poeta che acrlase 
La QcnttaUmw lAberatat" 

Quale frutta b un personaggio In Pfnocchiot* 

Tautt color! hanno nome d'alberl. Quail sonot* 

Quando al dorme soils pagUa, al dice che at contraffl una cerU frutta. 
Quale as rcbbeT* 

In ingle** abbtnmo un'epresalone deacrtttlra -to go on a wild goose 
chase** che vuot dir* far una coaa inutile. Come at dice in lUtlanof* 



1 . 

y 

y 

4. 

I. 

C. 

f. 

I. 



L* Rlaposle a -Quanto n* aapete della nature T 



II aoatno 
It peace 

II tnelo eJ 11 merto 
II dpreeso 
11 sl Comoro 
(11 ) benano 
11 sal ice 
11 geleo 



>. al pero, ai dice— *1a cicogna fa pero* 

10. 81 dice che -dorme come un ploppo." 

11. It promblo: Le querce non fanno Umonl. 
IS. 11 proterblo: Alte querce crvacono da plccola 

semen ta. 

IS. Al pine. Ptnocchfo signifies U seme del 
pi no. 

14. Signlfica ehe la persona b taccagno, avaro. 
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16. SI rlferlsce alia foglta del tremolo, che ha altrl nomt come II Ireraolino, 
11 ploppo tremolo che ha foglie dal lungo peduncolo. In tngleae el 
usa la atessa espresetone '‘to bo shaking like an (aspen) leaf." 

16. II flc© d'India, orlglnarlo dall'Amerlca. 

17. it tasao. 

16. la ctliegfa. St rlcordlno 11 vecchlo falegname nmtr'Antonio che 
"per via della punla del buo naao, che era sempre lustra e paonasca, 
come una clllegia raatura” tulll lo chlamavano m astro Clliegla? 

10. 81 dice "contraffar le nespole," perchfe not sappiamo 11 proverblo: 
"Ool tempo e la pagHa si maturan le neapole.” 

19. color d’&rancfo, Hmone, castagno, ulivo, clUegfo ed altrl. 

SI. SI dice: “cercar le more dl gennato.” 

Ill* Famous Names 

Suppose we wish to introduce some famous men to the stu* 
dents; why not include the following in any method you are now 
employing! 

Sapete chi aono o chi ditae? 

1. "un tale 8andro H 

5. "il maitnaro dl Nina” 

I, "11 tnaggior poeta 11 

4. "Anch'io son ptltorer* 

6. ,r Vennl, vtdl, vinai. M 
6, "Con la peuna e con la rpada 

Ne*aun val quanto Torquato. 11 
1. Gtuatl parlando dl Alessandro Mantonl. 

5. Carduccl parlando di Oluseppe Garibaldi. 

I. Dante 

4. Detto da Correggio quando vide 11 quadro dt 
a Cectlla di Raffaello. 

6. Detto dl Glullo Cesare. 
i. Torquato Tasso 

This type of material used either for apperception, motivation, 
presentation or drill will prove both an Interesting and a time- 
saving device. Up to now the drawback in making use of this folk- 
lore material has been the fact that it has not been collected and 
arranged in a way suitable to teachers. To make up for this lack, 
we hope to publish from time to time in ttalicA other useful topics. 

Klvika Adohno 

John it do ms High School, 

O*one Park, N. Y. 
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Modi: 

Rime: 

Ritpoftte: 



